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A Message from our Principal 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
I hope this correspondence finds all of you well! 
 
As our year unfolds, we are continuing to accomplish many interesting and amazing 
things at Grandview. Our classrooms are teeming with a multiplicity of learning activ-
ities, where we are preparing our students with the 21st century skills that are essen-
tial for success. To this end, I am pleased to inform you that we are currently up-
dating our grade-3 math classrooms with interactive whiteboards and LCD projec-
tors, which will equip these classes with smart technology. This will allow us to fur-
ther implement the technology component of our Go Math curricular resource as 

well as offering many other possibilities. 
 
Looking ahead, November will continue to be challenging, rigor-
ous and exciting! We will have our Science/Social Studies Jeop-
ardy Competition on November 10th, our Student Recognition 
Breakfast on November 17th, the PTO Book Fair on November 
16th-20th, and our Project-Based Learning Exhibition on Novem-
ber 20th-24th during our Parent/Teacher Conferences. We look 
forward to seeing you at these memorable events! 
 
In closing, I want to thank you for all of your support. Together, 
we will continue to accomplish many awesome things while cre-
ating priceless memories and learning opportunities for our stu-
dents! Please feel free to contact me if I can assist you in any 
way. My door is always open.  Until I see you, please be safe and 
be well. 
 
Sincerely, 
William F. Baskerville, Jr. 
Principal  

Important Dates: 

 11/3—VOTE School Board & General Election 

 11/5-11/6—Schools Closed: NJEA Convention  

 11/10—Science/Social Studies Jeopardy Competition– 

7pm 

 11/11—Schools Closed: Staff Development  

 11/12—End of First Marking Period 

 11/13—Father Daughter Dance– 7:00pm 

 11/16-11/20—American Education Week 

 11/16-11/20—Book Fair 

 11/17—Student Recognition Breakfast– 8:00am 

 11/18—Family Fun Night– 6:00pm 

 11/20, 11/23, & 11/24—Half Day: Parent Conferences 

 11/20, 11/23, & 11/24—Project Based Learning Exhibi-

tion–1:30pm 

 11/25—Half Day: Thanksgiving Holiday  

 11/25—Funny Hat and Sock Day 

 11/26-11/27—Schools Closed: Thanksgiving Recess  
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Grandview Elementary School is excited to announce it will be hold-
ing its first Science and Social Studies Jeopardy competition for the 
third grade students. The Jeopardy competition will take place on 
Tuesday, November 10th at 7:00 
PM. The traditional rules of 
Jeopardy will be followed. The 
questions will have to do with 
Science and Social Studies con-
cepts the students have learned 
over the years. 
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Gecko Updates 
Mariah’s Amazing Puppet Show 

Guess  what! Guess what! We had a great as-

sembly called “Slam Dunk the Junk!” It was a 

really cool and funny 

puppet show. We 

learned to reduce,  

reuse, and  recycle.  

 

-Suhavi, Room 21 

Grade 3 

 

Halloween Parade  

The Halloween Parade was so much FUN! All the kids 

did a great job and were very proud to show off their 

fantastic costumes (and so were some teachers!) 

A huge thank you to all the families that were able to 

join us for the parade.  

 

We hope you all  enjoyed a fun and safe Halloween!  

Multicultural Day 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Multicultural Day is when you do a poster 

of yourself and where you are from. We 

made posters 

and brought 

in items so 

people can 

learn about 

us.  

 

-Dillon, Room 

27 

Grade 3 

Fire Truck Visit  

The fire truck visit was fun because 

we learned how to be safe and 

learned what to do when a fire has 

started.  

 

-Brian, Room 21 

Grade 3 

 

Anti-Bullying Assembly 

There was a magic show about anti-bullying. The 

man showed a lot of magic tricks to turn this 

school in to a no bully zone! 

 

-Maryann, Room 22 

Grade 3 
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Kindergarten News 

In kindergarten, the writing process has begun. 
The children draw first to remember what to 
write. Then they make 1 line for each word, using 
various stems such as “I  am  going  to  be  ___ 
and I  like when  ___.”  Each child writes the 
sounds he/she hears, using the sound maps at 
center tables if needed. This is called Kid’s 
Writing. The writing gets easier with practice as 
the children gain more confidence. 

 The Kindergarten Team 

Second Grade Summary 
Second graders continue to grow like beanstalks! 

In Writer’s Workshop we are writing so much every day. 
We have so many amazing small moment stories to 
share.  When we write we use craft moves from master 
authors such as, Jane Yolen. We learned to write small 
moment stories using our five senses and many details. 
We stretch out our stories, make comparisons in our sto-
ries, and use repetition to make our stories more power-
ful.  
In Reader’s Workshop we are becoming super strong 
readers. We read more and more every day to build our 
READING STAMINA!!  We remember to mark important 
parts in our stories with post-its, we stop, think, and re-
tell our stories, and we don’t let tricky words stop us 
when we are reading. We use our strategies to figure 
them out. We never give up! 
In Math we have become great thinkers. We problem 
solve every day and use math talk to explain our think-
ing. We have also become place value experts! We can 
show numbers is different ways such as: standard form, 
models, expanded form, and as tens and ones. Now we 
are beginning to learn many different addition strategies. 
Second graders are amazing mathematicians! 
Second graders have also started learning about 
“Government and Citizenship” in Social Studies. We 
know there are laws that need to be followed to keep 
our country and our people safe.   

Second Graders always remember to show Grandview 
Greatness be being: 

Respectful, Responsible, and Successful! 

The Second Grade Team 

Third Grade Bulletin 

We have been very busy in 3rd grade! We have finished our 
first reading unit: Building a Reading Life and have moved into the 
second: Reading to Learn! Some of the skills we have been focusing 
on are inferring character traits, retelling, understanding author’s 
craft, predicting, and identifying main idea and supporting details. 
Please remember to continue reading both fiction and nonfiction 
books! We are continuing to write person narratives which are true 
stories from our lives! We are practicing adding interesting leads, 
reflective endings, stretching the story out bit by bit, and using a sto-
ry teller’s voice! In math, third grade will be jumping into our multipli-
cation units.  The students will be getting their feet wet with relating 
multiplication to addition and skip counting as well as getting com-
fortable with drawing graphic representations of multiplication such 
as arrays and equal groups.  We are finishing up our Science unit on 
the different forms of energy and moving on to Citizenship in Social 
Studies.  Students will be discovering how citizens and government 
institutions interact and how the American Constitution works. 

The Third Grade Team 

First Grade Update 
The month of November is an exciting month for First Graders!  In Litera-
cy, first graders will continue Reader’s and Writer’s Workshop. In Read-
er’s Workshop, they will be learning about monitoring their comprehen-
sion by asking themselves good questions as they read.  They will work 
on story elements including characters, setting, problem and solution, as 
well as, story structure such as, beginning middle and end.  In Writer’s 
Workshop, first graders will wrap up their Small Moments unit by adding 
information, editing and revising in order to publish their final piec-
es.  They will also begin opinion writing where the focus will be writing 
reviews about things such as objects, movies, restaurants, books, 
etc.  The children will need to use a catchy opening, give their opinion, 
support their opinion, and close their writing pieces with a conclusion 
sentence to convince their readers. In Fundations, students will finish up 
learning the concept of consonant digraphs (ch, ck, sh, th, and wh) and 
will begin learning the concept of the "bonus" letter spelling rule -ff, -ll, -
ss and sometimes z, and the glued sound -all.  The students will also 
learn about how to use a question mark and an exclamation mark as part 
of the sentence dictation procedure.  In Mathematics, we will begin 
Chapter 4 (Subtraction Strategies) and will practice using the count back 
1, 2, or 3 strategy to subtract, recall addition facts to subtract numbers 
within 20, using make a 10 strategy to subtract, break apart numbers to 
make a ten and use the "act it out" strategy to solve subtraction prob-
lems. Lastly, in science will work be learning about Living versus Non-
living and in Social Studies will be learning about Veterans Day, Elections 
and Voting, and Thanksgiving.  We are looking forward to a hard-working 
and fun filled month of learning! 

The First Grade Team 
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What’s Happening at Grandview Elementary School? 

Aiello’s Awesome All Stars 

The students in Room 3 have been working very hard this month 
learning about Bats.  The students have been learning about differ-
ent types of Bats. What Bats eat and many more interesting facts 
about this fascinating night mammal.  The students can tell you 
about echolocation, what it means to roost and even how Bats live in Piscataway.  So the next time are 
outside at night and ask your child about the creature they see flying night sky. 

Ms. Friedman’s High Flyers 

Room 2 was very excited as we watched our class pets grow and 

change.  They started out as tiny caterpillars and ate and grew.  Soon 

they went to the top of their cage and turned into a beautiful green 

chrysalis.  About two weeks later, out came two bright Monarch 

Butterflies.  We released them (one boy and one girl) on October 

20th.  The butterflies were tagged with an identification number and 

we hope to hear about their travels to Mexico! 

Mrs. Malloy-Rogus’  

Masterpieces  

Room 1 has been learning about the life 

cycle of pumpkins.  We have been read-

ing books and we even wrote our own 

books about pumpkins!   We are going to 

make predictions about things that will 

sink or float and as a 

finally, we will see if a 

pumpkin will sink or 

float.  What is your 

prediction? 

PBSIS- Positive Behavior Support in Schools  

In the month of October we saw a lot of Grandview 

Greatness! Students all around the school are demon-

strating that they can be respectful, responsible, and 

successful! Every Friday we have our gecko ticket draw-

ings and all tickets are being saved for a grand prize 

drawing in the winter. Ask your child what they are do-

ing to earn gecko tickets in school. Please stop by our 

PBSIS display board at November learning conferences! 

Can’t wait to see you!  

Character Education 

For the month of November, we will be recognizing the character trait, “Respect”.   Classroom teachers will be picking two stu-

dents from each of their classes who are showing the most respectful behavior by accepting of their peers differences, being kind, 

and following the school rules.   If they are chosen, they will receive a certificate and prizes.  We encourage you to discuss with 

your son or daughter what respect means by having them to tell or draw you an example of what respectful behavior looks and 

sounds like.   
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Behaviorist Boulevard                        Dr. Heather Blumert, Psy.D. x5757 

    Mrs. Maria Balint x5757 

For the month of November, Mrs. Balint and Dr. Blumert will be conducting their classroom lessons on the topic, 

“Emotional Management”.  

In our lessons, we teach the students to manage their emotions by helping them gain an understanding, how to 

work through, and then resolve their emotions.  The following are the developmental appropriate emotional man-

agement skills that are taught in each grade level:  

 In kindergarten, we discuss how their body feels when we they are upset, man-

aging frustration, ways to calm themselves down, teaching them how to wait their 

turn, ways to help manage their anger or disappointment.  

 In first grade, we discuss identifying their own feelings and strong feelings, 

ways to help calm down their anger or worries by teaching them positive self-talk.   

 In second grade, we go over the meaning of emotional management, how to 

handle feelings of embarrassment , how to handle making mistakes, anxious feel-

ings, anger, and working through difficult tasks.  

 In third grade, we discuss managing anxiety, handling conflicts with their peers, 

managing disappointment, anger, and hurt feelings.   

Health Tips               Margaret Fryer, RN, MSN, CSN x5737 

A useful website for parents, kids, teens and even educators is http://kidshealth.org/ 
 

This websites has separate sections for parents, kids, and teenagers. The website is offered in 

English and Spanish. There is information regarding health issues, behavioral issues, and devel-

opment. There is also a place where you can seek specific information about a certain health 

problem. The information is reviewed by medical persons and is known to be a reliable source 

of information. The information is provided in simple language and is easily understood. Par-

ents can  sign up for the weekly health letter by scrolling down to bottom of the kidshealth.org 

webpage,  Teens can also sign up for a weekly news letter by scrolling down on Teen section.  

 

I encourage you to visit this website and join. It can be an additional source of reliable infor-

mation to you and your children as you deal with many medical, developmental, behavioral,   

and parenting issues as you rear your children from birth through teens.  

http://kidshealth.org/
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 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 

VOTE School 

Board 

4 5 

 

6 7 

8 9 10 
Science/Social 

Studies Jeopardy 

Competition-

6:30pm 

11 

 

12 

End of First 

Marking  

Period 

13 

Father  

Daughter Dance

– 7:00pm 

14 

15 16 17 
Student Recognition 

Breakfast-8:00am 

18 

Family Fun Night-

6:00pm 

19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

November 2015 

Schools Closed-NJEA Convention  

PBL Exhibition-1:30pm 

Half Day Conferences 

Half Day 

PBL Exhibition-1:30 

Half Day-Conferences 

Book Fair 

American Education Week 

Thanksgiving Recess 

Schools Closed- 

Staff Development 


